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Executive summary 
 
 
 
The preparation of this Parish Plan is something which the parish has 
reflected on for many years as being desirable. It is of course something 
which is an additional task and so is something which requires a collection of 
individuals across the Parish to engage with. In accepting the request from 
the Parish Council to have a go at producing this Plan, I have been very 
fortunate to be supported by a Steering Group of regular and committed 
volunteers, without whose support and encouragement this Plan simply would 
not have happened. In addition to attending and contributing to meetings, 
there were many distributions of letters, survey forms, collections etc, all 
willingly done! Their names are recorded in the appendix; a big thank you to 
all of them. 
 
In addition to the Steering Group we have been very grateful for the 
encouragement and engagement of many people who have either given 
advice and encouragement or participated in some way. My special thanks go 
to: 
 

 Phil Turner and Marion Bailey, funded by the RTPIôS Planning Aid 
Foundation, who helped with our seminar. 

 Mike Fairchild, from Little Hadham Parish Council, for his insights in 
preparing a plan. 

 Our District Councillor, Deborah Clark 

 Mark Orson, the Chairman of our Parish Council for his 
encouragement 

 
We now conclude our work and look to how the community takes forward the 
proposed Actions; there are many exciting and interesting ways in which the 
whole community can engage with the area in which they live and support the 
evolution of our parish.  This could be through engaging in the many 
community groups we have ódiscoveredô, or supporting or enjoying the rural 
aspects of the parish and experiencing the work, say of HCC and the Land 
Restoration Trust  in managing community owned assets in, or adjacent to, 
our parish. 
 
 
I also hope that statutory bodies, when making decisions that will impact on 
this community, will also look at this report to see and understand the 
aspirations of the people in this parish who ópayô for the services they provide. 
 
 
 

Anthony Bickmore 
 

December 2009
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Introduction and background 
 

1. Physical Description of Parish 
 

i. The parishes of Eastwick and Gilston sit on the southern Border 
of Hertfordshire County, adjacent to Essex at its interface with 
Harlow, a post-Second World War- generation New Town. The 
parish is broadly square in shape, stretching 2 miles east/west 
and 2 miles north/south. 

ii. In physical terms it is defined by the River Stort running along its 
southern boundary with its associated flood plain and marshes. 
Draining into this are three  brooks, Golden Brook (through Pye 
Corner), a further one through Eastwick  and one through Pole 
Hole, all of which run north- south from the gently undulating 
plateau which sits in the northern part of the parish. The geology 
is essentially boulder clay overlying sand and gravel deposits 
along the lower areas by the Stort, most of which have already 
been worked and subsequently filled. The landscape is defined 
by generally clear views of open farmland interspersed with 
stands of woodland. Many of the hedgerows have been lost 
through intensification of farming which is the dominant land 
use. The area is generally low- lying, with the River Stort being 
at around 40m above datum and the plateau areas some 85m 
above datum.  

 
 

 
 

Landscape character, rolling countryside with views across it, in this 
case to Gilston Park and its historic landscape setting 
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iii. The character of the landscape is, for many, dominated by the 

road network. Along the Stort valley is a major trunk road, the 
A414, an east- west dual carriageway of sub regional 
significance, which connects St Albans/Hertford to the west to 
Harlow. This dual carriage way terminates in a roundabout in the 
parish and non dual carriageway link south into Harlow. A óCô 
class road, the C161, connects through to the east and the 
former A11 running north-south from Harlow to Bishopôs 
Stortford. 

iv. The parish generally aligns itself with its ósponsor communitiesô 
of High Wych (Post Office and primary school), Sawbridgeworth 
with its local services, a secondary school and shopping, and 
Bishop Stortford with a wider range of shopping and secondary 
educational facilities. Harlow, while being the nearest town, in 
many ways is not so closely aligned, although provides 
extensive car-borne shopping facilities, a hospital and a main 
line railway station. 

v. The parish comprises two main settlements, Eastwick, just off 
the A414 dual carriage way and Pye Corner (southern part of 
Gilston) with the busy C161 (which acts as a defacto northern 
bypass for Harlow) running through it in a narrow and unsuited 
manner. In recent years a significant community of homes has 
been developed at Gilston Park following the closure and 
conversion of a former research complex there. Across the rest 
of the parish are a number of outlying dwellings.  There are two 
churches, St Maryôs, Gilston, sited away from the main 
settlements being a 13 century church and  St Botolphôs, 
Eastwick, a 15th century church on the edge of Eastwick. The 
community has, through the generosity of a former landowner, a 
village hall in Pye Corner. There are three pubs, one in both Pye 
Corner and Eastwick and one fronting the C161 between the 
two settlements. On the southern boundary of the parish is a 
substantial former medical research complex which has recently 
closed and has yet to find a new user or use, so sits as a 
substantial block of vacant property behind security fences. 
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St Maryôs, a historic Grade 1 listed church, set within the rolling open 
countryside with ómodelô farm buildings, mainly dating from the mid 

1850ôs around it. 
 
vi. The parish has a population of around 350 recorded within its 

electoral roll. Given the proximity of London and a main line 
railway station, a considerable number of residents commute to 
London for their work. 
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The A414, a road of sub regional importance, cuts through the 
parish but fails to provide adequate pedestrian and cyclist 

connections to more sustainable transport links 
 

2. History 
 

i. Archaeological investigations in 2005 record  the earliest 
evidence of human occupation to be from the late bronze age 
circa 600 BC. It is believed that the area would have been 
occupied since Neolithic times, although no direct evidence has 
been established from the limited survey work undertaken. The 
survey work revealed a number of Roman settlements, as well 
as traces of medieval buildings. In many ways the big and 
visible change was the remodelling of the area in the 19th 
century as a ómodernô landed estate. As part of this, the óNew 
Placeô in Eastwick was demolished and Gilston Park, a late 
1890ôs mansion house, was built within a landscape parkland 
setting, along with a number of farm complexes, two schools 
and workersô cottages all to a ómodel farm pattern bookô style of 
architecture. In the 1960ôs a number of local authority homes 
were built in Eastwick. 

ii. A fuller history of the parish is contained within the Parish web 
site www.eastwickandgilston.org.uk. 
 

2. The Parish Plan 
 

i. The Parish Council asked a collection of parishioners to work on 
a óParish Planô under its sponsorship. A core group of 6 have 

http://www.eastwickandgilston.org.uk/
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met on a regular basis to steer the plan through. They have 
maintained full public access to their meetings through 
publicising their meetings minutes both in the Parish Magazine 
and on the parish web site. They organised a parish survey, 
supported by the professional advice and analysis from the 
University of Hertfordshire. They have organised a parish 
seminar with an independent and qualified facilitator from the 
Royal Town Planning Instituteôs (RTPI) Planning Aid 
Foundation. The project has been made possible by the 
donation of a considerable amount of volunteer time, as well a 
generous funding from a number of bodies listed in appendix 2. 

ii. In 1994 there was a similar effort to capture the views and 
aspirations of the parish through ten Eastwick and Gilston Group 
Survey (EGGS). 

iii. The Parish Plan Steering Group have dedicated themselves to 
be non- political and not a campaigning group; they are simply a 
community- minded and focussed group.  

iv. The substantive owners of the majority of the land in the parish 
are proposing a major commercial development of the parish to 
be an extension of Harlow, known as óHarlow Northô. The 
SteeringGroup are not an óoppositionô group; this is not the role 
of this group. To do so would duplicate the Stop Harlow North 
activities, who lead on this aspect. Any views expressed in this 
document regarding Harlow North are as a result of the 
information gathered through our community engagement and 
survey work, so are what the community tell us as a result of 
that survey work. 
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C161 through Pye Corner with dangerous bend ï in reality a northern 
bypass for Harlow running through a small rural community 

 
 
 

 
 

In contrast, residents know and use the network of ólanesô which typify a more 
rural feel. There  is a need to maintain these as ócalmedô rural lanes, reflecting 

the inherent nature of the parish that residents and visitors appreciate. 
 


