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Minutes of the Eastwick and Gilston Parish Council meeting held on Monday 9th January 2012, 8.00pm, Village Hall, Pye Corner, Gilston

PRESENT:
Cllrs Geddes, Harvey, Hughes, Olsen, Orson, Whiting

In attendance:  Christine Law (Clerk) , Mike Newman (EHDC), 1 member of the public.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

No matters arising.

BUSINESS MEETING

60 RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

a) Cllr Beeching (HCC)

61 RECEIVE COUNCILLOR’S DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

a) None received.

62 MINUTE FOR APPROVAL


a) The full council approved the minutes of 7th November 2011.  Proposed by Cllr Hughes and seconded by Cllr Harvey.  Cllr Orson signed them as a true record.

63 NOMINATIONS FOR VICE CHAIRMAN

a) Councillors have been asked for nominations for the position of Vice Chairman.  After deliberation Cllr Hughes put himself forward and was proposed by Cllr Whiting and seconded by Cllr Harvey and then unanimously accepted by full council.

64 ACCOUNTS

a) The Clerks summary of the accounts to date were accepted by the full council

b) To review 2012/2013 budget for precept.  This was accepted by full council

c) Auditors report on accounts for 2010/2011 (appendix3). These were discussed and agreed and accepted by council.

d) Precept 2012/13 – it was agreed that our precept for the coming year would remain at £4,900.00.  The Clerk would inform EHDC.

e) Society of Local Council Clerks – annual subscription to be renewed at the sum of £61.00, this was accepted and cheque signed.

f) BDO – external auditor – an invoice has been received for the sum of £180 for our audit of accounts for 2010/2011.  This was agreed and a cheque was signed.

g) Paul Whiting – for work carried out in repairing the Eastwick notice board at the sum of £62.45, this was agreed and a cheque was raised.

h) Metrosigns 2000 – identification plaques for the barn own boxes – an invoice for £267.30 has been received, this amount as agreed and cheque was raised.

Items a-h were proposed by Cllr Geddes and seconded by Cllr Harvey and agreed by full council.

65 PLANNING AND ASSOCIATED APPLICATION

a) Terlings Park – Cllr Orson reported that he had emailed CBRE asking for an update on their plans for the site but no reply has been received to date.

b) Pole Hole Quarry – a decision notice from HCC has been received confirming that the current application has been refused. We are advised by the HCC Case Officer that the agent has indicated his client’s willingness to submit a revised scheme for restoration and closure of Pole Hole Quarry within 12 months.
66 WEB SITE

a) Cllr Orson informed the meeting that the Clerk had continued loading content since the site was made live last year and we are now ready to publicise. Following discussion it was agreed to draft a notice for the Parish magazine to make residents aware of the new site and its potential use by groups within the community.

67 STOP HARLOW NORTH CAMPAIGN

a) Cllr Olsen informed the meeting that there could be no further action until the outcome of the draft LDF options consultation due Spring/Summer 2012.  

b) The existing STOP Harlow North banner on the Village Hall needs to be replaced.  The cost of a replacement 12ft x 3ft banner including additional wording ‘Fighting for your community since 2003’would be £160.00 plus VAT.  STOP Harlow North has offered to contribute to the funding of a replacement and confirmation of the cost will be made to them before placing the order. It was agreed that if there was a shortfall between STOP Harlow North’s contribution and the total cost of the new banner that this would be paid by the Parish Council. 
68 PARISH PATHS

a) Cllr Orson informed the meeting that a P3 grant application has been made for an additional three footpath benches.

69 PARISH PLAN

a) No new information to report

b) Cllr Orson proposed a review of the role and activities of the Parish Plan Steering Group in the context of the Neighbourhood Plan which is separate but complementary to the Parish Plan.  It was noted that guidance from EHDC is that substantive work on a Neighbourhood Plan should not be carried out until the various regulations associated with the Localism Act have been published (expected spring 2012) and the Council has progressed with its Core Strategy.
c) Barn Owl Boxes – Cllr Orson advised that volunteers are needed to assemble the boxes that were delivered as flat packs. Councillors were interested in helping and it was agreed that Cllr Orson would organise a date and let others know the details.
70 HIGHWAYS

a) Cllr Harvey informed the meeting that there were no new issues to report and that he is meeting the Highways Engineer in February.
b) Complaints were received about potholes.  Cllr Harvey explained that the fastest way to get action taken to repair potholes is to report these on the HCC Highways website. 
c) It was noted that there continues to be a water discharge from the yard at the rear of the Plume of Feathers and across Gilston lane. Clerk will write and ask for drainage to be installed to resolve.

71 CORRESPONDENCE.

a) ‘Plan your Place’.  Councillors to let the Clerk know if they are interested in attending.

b) HAPTC training courses - Councillors to let the Clerk know if they are interested in attending any courses.
72 ITEMS BROUGHT FORWARD AT THE DISCRETION OF THE CHAIRMAN FOR INFORMATION ONLY
a) None

73 ITEMS COUNCILLORS WOULD LIKE TO BE ADDED TO THE NEXT AGENDA

a) None

74 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

a) The next meeting will be Monday 12th March 2012, this will be the Annual Parish meeting followed by Parish Council meeting.   

Meeting closed at 9.40pm

CLERKS REPORT TO COUNCIL

RE – AUDIT FOR YOUR ENEDED 31.3.2011

AUDITORS ISSUES ARISING REPORT

1.
Fixed Assets

The figure on the return should be the whole value of the goods and not what we have done in the past of putting in a deprecation figure.

The amount of the whole of the assets on purchase is £7,257.55.

2.
No review of effectiveness of internal audit

The council has not considered and minuted as such a review of the effectiveness of internal audit as part of its internal control procedure.

We should like at 

· scope of the internal audit

· Independence

· Competence

· Relationships

· Audit planning & reporting

3.
Minutes

They say the minutes should be signed and initialled and the pages should be numbered.
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